The AbbVie Patient Advocate Program helps individuals diagnosed with certain auto-immune diseases - Crohn’s, Ulcerative Colitis, Hidradenitis Suppuritiva, Psoriasis, and Psoriatic Arthritis achieve a better understanding of their disease through education, resources, and support.  This free, nationwide program is a valuable resource for your patients, colleagues and employees.
 

The role of the Patient Advocate includes: 
Disease education
· Provides access to educational information about their condition and their treatment plan

· Disease-specific brochures can be provided and placed in a resource center or waiting area

· Also, the Patient Advocate Program URL’s can be placed on a Resource or Education page.  Individuals can find out more information by visiting the disease-specific websites: 

1.      https://www.definehs.com/#advocateSection
2.      https://www.crohnsandcolitis.com/advocate-program
3.      https://www.psoriasis.com/psoriasis-patient-advocate-program
4.      https://www.psoriaticarthritisinfo.com/living-with-psoriatic-arthritis/education-and-support
                  
Assist patients in preparing for doctor’s visits
· Helping patients prepare question/concern lists to discuss at appointments 

· Provide suggestions and tools for tracking symptoms

 
           Support 
· Encourage patients to deal with concerns

· Identify resources and organizations for Crohn’s, Ulcerative Colitis, Psoriasis, Psoriatic Arthritis and Hidradenitis Suppuritiva

While this program is sponsored by a pharmaceutical company, it is part of Patient Outreach Services and is completely unbranded.  This means there is no promotion of  products or medication, no selling of products or influencing the use of any particular treatment. The program focuses on educating patients so they can work more effectively with their health care provider to manage their chronic disease.
